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  Selection Criteria for Student of the Month 
 
 

                   Student of the Month 
 

  Goodfellows Food Drive 
 

The candidate for student of the month should exemplify the characteristics listed below. It should be 
understood that no person is perfect, and a student of the month is not necessarily the best at everything but 
rather a well‐rounded individual.  

Academic:   A student should be a hard‐worker in all aspects of academics.  
Attitude:   A student should possess a positive attitude at all times and demonstrate this attitude to peers 

as well as adults.  
Behavior:   A student should be well‐behaved in structured and non‐structured environments. 
Cooperation:   A student should cooperate at all times with peers as well as adults. 
Respect:   A student should show respect to adults as well as peers at all times. Good manners should 

always be demonstrated. 
Award:   A student will receive an award suitable for framing and lunch with the principal. A picture will 

be displayed on a hall bulletin board, and the students of the month will be announced in the 
newsletter posted on the Murphy Website. 

SCHOOL  
CALENDAR 
Our school calendar is 
posted online at 
lapeerschools.org, go to 
schools, click on Murphy 
and then click on the month 
you want to see.  
 
 
REPORT CARDS/ 
END OF TRIMESTER 
The end of the 1st trimester 
is November 25th. Report 
cards will be sent home with 
your child on Thursday, 
December 5th. Please take 
the report card and sign the 
envelope and return it to 
the school so we can use it 
for the 2nd Trimester. 

 
 
PARENT TEACHER 
CONFERENCES 
Conferences are scheduled 
for Murphy parents the 
evenings of October 29th 
and 30th.  Our goal is 100% 
parent/teacher participation 
so please help us by 
attending or arranging a 
phone conference.  
 
 
BOOK FAIR 
Our annual book fair will 
take place the week of Oct. 
28th in our Media Center. It 
will be open before and 
after school and during the 
evenings of conferences. 
Students will be able to go 
down during class time and 
look at the books. 

Kindergarten 
Mrs. Martin 

 Conner Black  
Ms. Gasieski 

 Gavin Hibbler 

1st Grade 
Ms. Kopchick 

 Alex Przekora 
Mrs. Miles 

 Khloe Johnson 

2nd Grade 
Mrs. Hayes 

 Logan Michaels 
Mrs. Pake 

 Elle RaCosta 
Mrs. Dodson 

 Robert Dusten 

3rd Grade 
Mrs. Chouinard 

 Kendrik Schneider 
Ms. James 

 Kasie Beard 

4th Grade 
Ms. Steele 

 Garrett Masterson 
Mrs. McCreedy 

 Gabrielle Keahl 
Mrs. Withey 

 Lauren Aragones 

5th Grade 
Ms. Lawrence 

 Sean Nolan 
Mrs. Nugent 

 Stephanie Gilling 
Mrs. Phillips and Mrs. Homer 

 Dannielle Ranshaw 

Our building will be participating in the food drive for Goodfellows again this year. 
All of the food that is collected goes to families who live in our school district. We 
will begin the drive on Monday, December 2nd and finish it on Monday, December 
9th. We are asking that the food be non‐perishable and in either in cans, boxes or 
plastic containers. The Goodfellows cannot use food in glass jars and bottles. The 
food will be collected in each of the classrooms and teachers will be giving the 
students more information as the collection time gets closer. We know that the 
food we collect will go to local families that need our help. 
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                                              Coat Drive at Murphy 

 

  Murphy Shoe Policy 

 

                          Physical Education News 

 

 

GETTING TO SCHOOL 
ON TIME! 
Our  starting  time  is 8:04am. 
It is important for parents to 
instill  in  students  the  value 
of  good  school  attendance 
and punctuality to class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING FEAST 
AT MURPHY 
The Thanksgiving Feast will 
take place on Friday, 
November 22nd for grades 
Kdg.‐2nd at 2:00PM. Students 
will be busy making 
placemats, headdresses and 
other items to reminisce the 
way it was with the Native 
Americans and Pilgrims. 
Menus will include corn 
muffins, pumpkin pie, 
popcorn and lots more! 

 

STILL LOOKING FOR 
FAMILY PHOTOS 
Murphy would like to do 
some decorating and would 
like to display pictures of our 
wonderful families 
throughout the school 
building.  If you have a photo 
you'd be willing to share, 
please email or drop it off to 
Mrs. DePuy in the office.  
Photos will be copied and 
returned. 
 
 
 

PTC SCRAPBOOK/ 
CRAFTING DAY 
Due to circumstances 
outside our control we have 
had to cancel the Scrapbook 
Event scheduled for Nov 9, 
2013. We will be 
rescheduling a new date in 
the future and will send that 
out as soon as we have it 

Items should be new or gently used.  All sizes (including adult) 
are needed.  Please send the winter clothing to school with your 
child or drop it off in the box located near the office.  

If your family is in need of winter clothing contact Jerri at 538‐
2345.  The remaining winter clothing will be redistributed 
through the Coat‐Give‐A‐Way program at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, 90 Millville Rd., Lapeer.  Anyone in need of a coat can 
get one there.  

Distribution will take place on the following Saturdays, 9 a.m. ‐ 
noon:  Nov. 2, Nov. 9, Nov. 16, Nov. 23. Dec. 7, Dec. 14. If you 
have any questions call the church 664‐6653 or contact Lisa 
Schultz at 797‐5537. 

1 mile 
Riley LaFoy, 7:36 
Jake Bolton, 7:36 
Nick Parker, 7:40 
Colin Mullaney, 7:51 
Cole Stevens, 7:51 
Brandon Buchanan, 7:56
Ramzi Mashni, 7:57 
Sean Nolan, 8:21 
Jake Taunton, 8:27 

1 mile 
Charity Dundas, 7:45 
Stephanie Gilling, 8:31 
Faith Humble, 8:56 
Anna Sauger, 8:58 
Kylie Stewart, 9:13 
Christine Curry, 9:23 
Ashley Olko, 9:35 
Julianna Miller, 9:46 
Elaina Wizinsky, 9:59 
Caitlyn Todd, 10:08 

1/2 mile 
Brandon Opalewski, 3:20 
Michael Williams, 3:22 
Liam Nass, 3:31 
Carter Dundas, 3:33 
Nickola Mashni, 3:37 
Kayden Appleton, 3:49 
Daniel Curry, 3:49 
Michael Steffler, 3:52 

1/2 mile 
Ellamae Gilling, 3:36 
Rebecca Schultz, 3:36 
Gabby Mirza, 4:03 
Paige Erla, 4:09 
Alyson Jacob, 4:19 
Madison Porritt, 4:20 
Makenna Lange, 4:24 
Emily Chouinard, 4:35 
Morgan Lange, 4:43 
Jade Caron, 4:43 
Paige Meister, 4:43 

1/4 mile 
Ryan Clark, 1:42 
Scott Lake, 1:43 
Zakery Olejniczak, 1:43 
Brandon Li, 1:46 
Connor Stiff, 1:46 
Logan Woollard, 1:47 
Alex Przekora, 1:48 
Jackson Blaine, 1:48 
Joshua Lilly, 1:51 

1/4 mile 
Shay Mullaney, 1:34 
Sephora Miller, 1:40 
Charleah Whipple, 1:50 
Averee Berard, 1:50 
Fiona Betzold, 1:54 
Sylvia Gajewski, 1:54 
Sophia Smith, 2:03 
Alaina Przekora, 2:04 
Khloe Johnson, 2:05 

 

During the month of 
October, the physical 
education classes 
performed the endurance 
run fitness test.  The 
following students recorded 
the fastest time for their 
distance. 

 

The cold weather is here!  It’s time for boots, mittens, hats and warm coats!   
From now through the first of May students are to have either shoes or  
slippers for inside and boots or winter shoes for outside wear.  If students  
do not have outside shoes/boots we ask them to remain on the pavement  
for the recess. 

All students will go outside for recess unless they have a doctor’s slip.  The  
district policy on cold weather/recess is located on page 10 of the Elementary Handbook and Student Code of 
Conduct.   

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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  Murphy Fund Run Results 2013 

 

 

THANKS FROM  
MR. STANTON 
A huge thank you goes out 
to all the volunteers who 
helped out on a Saturday 
morning to tidy up the 
Murphy campus. We were 
able to trim back bushes, 
pull weeds, and lay some 
mulch down on the 
playground. The Steensma 
family, Mrs. Sanchez, Mrs. 
Boutell, Mr. Johnston,  Mr. 
Pritchett, and others were 
able to join Mrs. Van Y and 
myself and donate their time 
and supplies. It is very much 
appreciated. The grounds 
look great! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
That’s right. The first ever 
Murphy Solar System 
Fashion Show in Miss 
Lawrence’s 5th grade 
classroom. Students created 
costumes ranging from the 
sun to the planets and 
strutted their stuff on the 
runway. Facts about their 
particular planet were 
relayed while they were on 
the runway while the crowd 
snapped pictures. No word 
yet on whether any of these 
“outfits” will make it to the 
retail stores, but keep your 
eye out! 

 
 

Murphy Families are awesome!!!     We BEAT our goal of $5000. 

TOTAL DONATIONS = $5,825.15 

Top classrooms bringing in the highest donations:  (won a classroom treat) 
1st place ‐  Ms. Kopchick  ($775.00 total ) 
2nd place ‐ Mrs. Pake ($708.00 total) 

Top 4 students bringing in the highest donations: (received prizes and a Pizza Lunch with Mr. Stanton) 

Luke Boutell ‐ $220.00  (Mrs. Dodson's room) 
Sebastian Kelly ‐ $220.00  (Ms. Kopchick's room) 
Timmy Nelder ‐ $218.00  (Mrs. Gasieski’s room) 
Kathryn Droz ‐ $200.00 (Ms. Kopchick's room) 

Classroom that ran the most laps = Mrs. Homer/Mrs. Phillips 5th grade classroom.  They received a 
trophy in their classroom!! 

Total miles ran for the entire school = 900.25 

Individuals that ran the most laps in each classroom will have a pizza Lunch with Mr. Stanton! 

Mrs. Martin's class
Mackenzie A   
Olivia R     
Jacob R     
Christopher 
 
Mrs. Gasieski's class 
Abby Dusten    
Max Houvener   
Bryce Johnson         
 
Ms. Kopchick’s class 
Alexander Przekora 
Maevyn Becker 
Averee Berard 
 
Mrs. Miles class   
Anthony Badalamente 
Gilbert Buhl   
Kyle Easton   
Calim Peters   
Luke Williams   
Jesi Caron 
Khloe Johnson 
     
Mrs. Pake’s class   
Kyle Chouinard   
Brandon Li   
Sephora Miller 

Mrs. Dodson’s class 
Lydia McClain 
Lucas Garland 
 
Mrs. Hayes class   
Nickola Mashni   
Connor Stiff   
McKenna Weatherhead 
Isabella Wilson 
 
Mrs. James class   
Ellamae Gilling   
Nicholas Olko   
 
Mrs. Chouinard’s class 
Liam Nass 
Sylvia Gajewski 

 
Mrs. Steele’s class   
Morgan Lange   
Cole Stevens 
   
Mrs. Withey’s class  
Alyson Jacob   
Tanner Hart   
Hayden Baldwin   
Brady Masterson 
Joshua Plummer 
 

Mrs. McCreedy’s class
Christopher Best 
Michael Williams 
Paige Erla 
     
Mrs. Lawrence's class 
Kody Easton    
Sean Nolan   
Caitlyn Todd   
Julianna Miller 
Connie Moore 
Ashley Olko 
 
Mrs. Nugent’s class
     
Jacob Ranney 
Cristina Locke 
     
Mrs. Homer/Phillips 
Charity Dundas 
Reilly LaFoy   



 
               

MURPHY ELEMENTARY 

PTC HAPPENINGS 
 
 

The Fund Run was again fun and profitable.  This activity is the PTC’s best earning one and 
this year was no exception – we beat our goal of $5,000 and the kids logged over 900 miles!  
Thanks to Kim Dundas and Missy Olejniczak for coordinating the event.  Because we 
over achieved our goal, the kids won an extra recess on Halloween during school.   

                              Top classes for donations were as follows – both classes won special classroom treats 
                                    Mrs. Kopchick (1st grade) in first place  
                                    Mrs. Pake (2nd grade) in second place  
 
                              Mrs.Homer/Phillips class had the most overall laps and got bragging rights with a trophy. 
 
                              The top 4 student fund raisers got lunch with Mr. Stanton and were: 
                                     Luke Boutell (Mrs. Dodson) 
                                     Sebastian Kelly (Mrs. Kopchick) 
                                     Timmy Nelder (Mrs. Gasieski) 
                                     Kathryn Droz  (Mrs. Kopchick) 
 
The Craft Show was another activity we had in October.  While the weather wasn’t so nice, 
the atmosphere and the vendors were warm and welcoming and their wares were wonderful.  
We hope you got a chance to stop by.  Many thanks to our Honor Society volunteers and our 
parent volunteers – Kathy Aalbertsberg, Pat James, Debbie Martinez, Jenna Parsons and  
Stacie Fales.  Also thanks to Holly Grzyb for planning it and to Jen Lund who, although she has no kids in the 
school, helped tremendously by getting the crafters lined up. 
 
 

Thank you to all the parents who helped keep our teachers fed during Parent Teacher 
Conferences. The teachers put in long days during these conferences so it is nice for them to have 
some good eating without having to pack dinner themselves or go out and purchase it.  Missy 
Olejniczak was super on this and many many thanks go to her for coordinating it.  She can now 
have her baby (which is due any day now) knowing she got it all done!  ☺ 

 
 
 

 
 
The Next PTC meeting will be on Tuesday, November 12, 8:15 am in the library. We will be starting to 
plan the North Pole Express! 

 
Save those Pennies!  We will be having a Penny War competition from November 6 – 8th.  
Flyers will be going home soon – watch the backpacks!   
 
 

 

October Flashback 

November Preview & News 



 
 
 
The Scrap-a-looza.event which was planned for November 9 has, unfortunately, been 
cancelled.  This is due to circumstances out of our control.  We still plan to have this event but 
we will shoot for early spring.  Stay tuned for more details! 

  
The PTC has a new, group easy to remember email address!  MURPHY_PTC@YAHOO.COM 
Please feel free to use it at any time to email us questions or comments.  Our meeting minutes, 
newsletters and general messages will be coming out from this email address so add us to your list! 
 

 
The holidays are almost here and we know many of you have or will start your holiday 
shopping soon.  If you are shopping online through Amazon, please remember to start 
your purchase by clicking on the Earn Money with Amazon.com link at the 
bottom of the Murphy website (also here www.lapeerschools.org/murphy).  This is free to you and no private 
information is shared with us.  

 
 
 
 
Juice Pouch Brigade – Don’t forget that we collect empty juice pouches.  So help us help the 
environment and turn them in.  Please try to make sure the pouches are clean on the outside, empty on the 
inside and leave the straw in (this prevents that little bit of juice that usually remains in the bottom from 
leaking out). 
 
 

Collecting Box Tops and Campbells Soup Labels!  These are a very 
effective way to get money and supplies into your children’s classrooms and do not 
require any money out of pocket from you.   Box tops go directly to your child’s 
teacher.  Campbell’s soup money is pooled together and then used to purchase additional 
supplies. 

 
 
 

Are you a CocaCola product drinker?  Then collect the bottle caps and enter the points for 
Murphy School online.  You can select the school to donate to. 
 

Murphy Elementary PTC is on Facebook.   “Like” us on Facebook to get the scoop on our events.  
 
Feel free to contact the PTC board at any time.  PTC Contact Information:  President – Holly Grzyb, hollymgrzyb@gmail.com  
Vice-President – Dawn Ray, raydawn4@aol.com , Treasurer – Kathryn Dennis, kathden@gmail.com,  Secretary – Debbie Martinez, 
debbielexi@yahoo.com, Communications Liaison – Robin Buchanan, mibigbird@yahoo.com  

Free Money for the PTC and Murphy 


